IDEA FOR A GENERAL HISTORY WITH
A COSMOPOLITAN INTENTION
(Prom the essay " Idee zu eiuer allgemeinen Geschichte ift
weltbuergerlicher AbsicHt" 1784,)
Man has a tendency to g r e g a r i o u: s n e s" s: because
he 'feels himself more a man in such a state, f.e. he
feels the development of his natural gifts. He has how-
ever, also a strong inclination to s e g r e g at ion (isola-
tion); because at the same time he finds' in himself the
unsociable quality of wanting to order everything accord-
ing to his wn will and therefore expects opposition from
. all quarters, just as he knows of himself that he, on his
part, is inclined to oppose others. Now it is this opposition
which awakens all powers of man, which causes him to
conquer his inclination to idleness and, driven by ambition;
lust of power, or greed, to secure for himself a position
among his fellow-creatures, whom he does not suffer
gladly, but with whom he cannot dispense either.'
Without .those unsociable qualities, in themselves
not pleasant, in which that opposition originates, which
each one must necessarily encounter in his selfish preten-
sions, and in an Arcadian pastoral society of perfect
harmony, contentment and mutual love, all talents would
forever remain in an embryonic state; men, as. good-
natured as the sheep they tend, would scarcely impart
any greater value to their existence than that of their
domestic animals; they would not fill the void in creation
iri consideration of its purpose, as rational nature;